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Obstacle Departure Procedures Obstacle Departure Procedures 
and Takeoff Minimumsand Takeoff Minimums

Obstacle Departure ProceduresObstacle Departure Procedures

• On takeoff, FAA assumes 
that an airplane:
– Will not turn below 400’ AFL
– Will climb at least 200’/NM

• If the above will not allow 
pilot to clear obstacles, 
FAA may:
– Forbid IFR departures from 

a runway
– Require steeper climb 

gradient
– Raise takeoff minimums
– Create an ODP

200’ per NM

ODP’s and ATCODP’s and ATC-- AIMAIM
• ODPs...may be flown without ATC clearance unless an alternate 

departure procedure (SID or radar vector) has been specifically 
assigned by ATC.

• As a general rule, ATC will only assign an ODP from a 
nontowered airport when ...necessary for aircraft to aircraft 
separation.

• In all cases...obstacle clearance is not provided by ATC until the 
controller begins to provide navigational guidance in the form of 
radar vectors. 

• After an aircraft is established on an ODP and subsequently 
vectored or cleared off of the ODP, pilots shall consider the 
ODP canceled, unless the controller adds "expect to resume 
ODP." 

NOTE-
...the term "radar contact" should not be interpreted as relieving 
pilots of their responsibility to maintain appropriate terrain and 

obstruction clearance which may include flying the ODP.

ODP’sODP’s-- Pilot ResponsibilityPilot Responsibility-- AIMAIM

• Each pilot, prior to departing an airport on an 
IFR flight should consider the type of terrain 
and other obstacles on or in the vicinity of the 
departure airport; 

• Determine whether an ODP is available;
• Determine if obstacle avoidance can be 

maintained visually or if the ODP should be 
flown; and 

• Consider the effect of degraded climb 
performance and the actions to take in the 
event of an engine loss during the departure. 
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Takeoff MinimumsTakeoff Minimums

• For Part 91 operations, takeoff minimums are not 
binding

• However, ASE P+P’s require observing higher of:
– Published takeoff minimums
– ¼ mile visibility

Runway 13
departure

not allowed
if IFR

Rutland, VT (KRUT)

If aircraft cannot
maintain 510’/ NM
climb gradient to
4500’ MSL, pilot
may not depart

unless conditions
are 2800’ and

3 SM

If pilot feels
“Adequate Visual

Reference”
exists (not defined),

may depart
with less than
standard 1 SM

JeppesenJeppesen

• Takeoff Minimums 
and ODP’s usually 
located under airport 
diagram

• Some very large 
airports have a page 
exclusively 
dedicated to ODP’s 
and Takeoff 
Minimums

NACONACO

• All Takeoff 
Minimums and 
ODP’s are located in 
the front of the 
Terminal 
Procedures Booklet

• Arranged 
alphabetically by city 
(not airport name) X

MorrisvilleMorrisville--Stowe, VTStowe, VT
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Scottsdale, AZScottsdale, AZ

X

North Las Vegas, NVNorth Las Vegas, NV

X

X

“...radar contact, turn 
left heading 020, 
maintain VFR, expect 
IFR above 5,000’”

San Diego, CASan Diego, CA


